Kindergarten Curriculum
Veritas Classical Schools — Nashville

Thursdays — Humanities Day

Bibl

o

e Elementary character curriculum & Scripture memory

Language Arts:
e Reading & Writing - Sonlight Kindergarten Language Arts; high frequency words from

“First 100 Fry Words” list

Phonics - Explode the Code: A, B, and C
Phonemic Awareness skills

Poetry journals

Other:
e Hands-on literacy games & activities
e Themed/seasonal read alouds & art projects

Tuesdays: Optional Enrichment Day

Bible:
e The Story for Little Ones

Language Arts:
e Phonics and Phonemic Awareness review

e Themed/seasonal read alouds & hands-on activities
e Mother Goose nursery rhymes

Science:
e Explorations based on the days of creation
e Seasonal science lessons & STEM activities

Art:
e Exploring the elements of art and various art mediums

e Artist studies — Piet Mondrian, Wassily Kandinsky, Pablo Picasso, Ted Harrison, Alma
Thomas, Eric Carle



Kindergarten Daily Routines

Veritas Classical School

TUESDAY ENRICHMENT DAY THURSDAY HUMANITIES DAY

8:45-9:10 Arrival - Unpack & Morning Centers
9:10-9:30 Morning Circle Time & Bible Lesson
Phonics & Poetry Phonics & Spelling
9:30-10:10 |
Review last week's letter sound Infroduce new letter sound
10:10-10:20 Bathroom Break
Literature Longuagé Arts
10:20-11:00
Read aloud & hands-on activity ; Read aloud & Sonlight lesson
11:00-12:10 Recess & Lunch
12:15-12:50 Science Exploration High Frequency Words & Poetry
1:00-1:45 Art Study Art or STEM Activity
1:45-2:00 Pack Up & Dismissal




Kindergarten Syllabus

Veritas Classical School

Veritas Classical School provides students with a Charlotte Mason friendly,
classical approach to education. Although this philosophy formally begins lessons in first
grade, kindergarten students will be exposed to several elements, including recitation,
copy work, and exposure to the “good, true, and beautiful” through literature, Biblical
truth, classical composers and artists, nature study and more. There will be a heavy
emphasis on building routines, relationships, and early reading skills that will prepare the
whole child for success in first grade and beyond.

Our kindergarten class meets 1-2 days a week and provides homework to be
completed the other days alongside the active participation and supervision of a
parent. While every child and family situation is unique, daily assignments will probably
take around an hour to complete (not including math that you teach independently at
home). Signed assignment sheets and any requested work should be returned to school
each Thursday in the homework folder. Sonlight activity sheets and other loose pages
do not need to be returned.

Our kindergarten curriculum includes:

Bible: We begin each morning by reviewing our monthly Bible verse and reading a story
from a children’s Bible and/or “book of virtues” that relates to that month’s character
trait. As we study what God's Word tells us about good character, we will learn that we
need the grace of Jesus through the help of the Holy Spirit to “walk in a manner worthy
of our calling.”

Students will practice Scripture recitation at home by memorizing each month's verse.

High Frequency Word Work: We introduce around 50 of the first 100 Fry Words in
kindergarten. We focus on segmenting these words into individual sounds (phonemes)
and matching them to their letters (graphemes), memorizing the letter patterns that fall
outside of the phonics rules we've learned so far. We will practice reading high
frequency words in decodable readers, poetry, Scripture, and more.

Students will practice high frequency words at home with word mapping, emergent
readers, and games.

Penmanship: Letter formation is practiced with kinesthetic activities like wax sticks, play
doh, magna doodles, and dry erase boards. Writing letters with a “top to bottom” path
of motion is emphasized, and fine motor skills are practiced both with and without
writing utensils.

Students will practice penmanship at home by tracing and writing letters in their
Explode the Code workbooks and copying words or sentences on Sonlight activity
pages. Later in the year, assignment sheets will include simple dictation words and
sentences.



Phonics & Language Arts: We use Explode the Code and Sonlight Language Arts to
teach letter sounds and word blending. A combination of paper-and-pencil work,
along with hands-on games and the use of magnetic letters, will reinforce these early
literacy concepts. Each class day will contain several read alouds, where we build o
love for literature, are exposed to new vocabulary, and develop reading
comprehension skills. Related activities will be used to practice phonological awareness
(rhyming, syllables, segmenting/manipulating phonemes).

Students will practice phonics at home primarily through the Explode the Code
workbooks and Sonlight activities. Building words with magnetic letters and other
auditory/hands-on activities will be utilized to reinforce phonics and phonological
awareness skills.

Poetry Folders: Students will add a new poem to their folder each week. These are used
to build reading fluency and to practice decoding skills with an authentic text. On
Tuesdays, we will enjoy classic poems from Mother Goose!

Students are encouraged to practice reading aloud from their poetry folder each
week, reading new poems and reviewing older poems throughout the year.
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Writing Journals: Weekly composition assignments will be introduced in class, with I
sentences being written by the teacher af first (dictated by students) and written by I
students later in the year. A variety of writing styles will be intfroduced using the Sonlight ;
curriculum'’s prompts. |
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Students will practice composition at home by completing a writing prompt in their
journal that mirrors the style introduced in class. Students will dictate sentences to a
parent, then illustrate their work. Later in the year, students who are ready may begin to
write part of or all of their entries independently. Compositions will often be shared in
class the next week.

Science: Lessons will center around the é days of creation and be scheduled according
to season/weekly theme. Basic concepts of light/dark, sky/water, plants, space,
animals, and human anatomy will be introduced through literature and explored with
nature walks and hands-on demonstrations that encourage close observation and
critical thinking.

Art: On Tuesdays, we will study the work of artists Wassily Kandinsky and Piet Mondrian to
learn about color, line, and shape in art. In the spring, we will study the work of Eric
Carle and Alma Thomas. We will utilize concepts from their artwork to create our own

masterpieces, focusing on process over product. On Thursdays, we will connect a
craft/art project to a read aloud related to that week's theme.

STEM Explorations: Literature and social studies or science will integrate for hands-on
explorations based on seasons and holidays. Activities include nature scavenger hunts,
observing pumpkins, apples, and leaves, making butter and blueberry jam, sensory
play, engineering challenges, and more! These are incorporated into our schedule
every few weeks.



Name

Kindergarten Humanities

Sample Assignment Sheet
Week 5
Due Week 6

Bible/Character Study:

U Focus Trait: Obedience - Doing what | am told, when | am told, with a good attitude.

o

“Obedience is the outward expression of our love of God.” (Henry Blackaby)

Ll Memory Verse: | John 5:3 — “For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.” (ESV)

Ll Hymn to Sing: Trust and Obey (there is a version posted on the parent portal)

[ Bible Story to Read and Discuss: Noah Obeys God (Genesis 6:9-7:5)
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How did Noah show obedience to God?
Do you think it was easy for Noah to obey? Why or why not?
Read Genesis 9:1-3. What was the result of Noah’s obedience?

[J Optional Activity: Make a favorite recipe this week to practice following instructions,
just like Noah followed the instructions God gave him to build the ark!

[0 Movies about obedience:
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Veggie Tales — Pistachio, the Little Boy that Wouldn’t
Veggie Tales — Josh and the Big Wall

Carlie and the Chocolate Factory

Mary Poppins



Student’s Name:

Kindergarten Homework Menu — Week #5

Please check off activities as you complete them. Sign and turn in this checklist next Thursday.

Subject

Activities to Complete

Penmanship

Complete Sonlight Activity page 7. Circle or highlight the best letter in each section!

Practice writing your name using the attached page. Rainbow write your name using 3
different colored crayons, then trace your name, and write it twice on the lines provided.

Explode the
Code

Complete Get Ready for the Code: A, pages 65-78.

Phonics

Write an uppercase F, B, M, T, and R on index cards or Post-its. Scatter them around (in plain
sight or hidden for extra fun!). Lay out the lowercase f, b, m, t, and r magnetic letters in front
of your child. Have them find the uppercase cards and match them to the lowercase letters.
Lastly, have them tell you each letter’s sound. (Optional Extension: can your child say a word
that begins with each of the letter sounds?)

Read the following key word sentences to your child. Have them identify the repeating sound
they hear and tell you the letter that represents that sound. (Optional Extension: have your
child write the letter that represents the key sound for each sentence).

o Randy rode his Russian riding horse to the rodeo.

Tom talked to his turtle about eating tasty treats.

Five fish had fins that flashed in the water.

Mandy was mad at the mud that messed up her maroon mittens.
Big blue butterflies flew around the brown bear.
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Phonemic
Awareness

O

Segment and blend words from this week’s word list.
Read the attached “Rhyming Riddles” to your child. Can they answer each one?

Read each list of words from the “Take Out the Trash” rhyming page. Which word doesn’t
rhyme? (Complete this task orally).

Composition

This week your child will imagine they wake up one day as a dinosaur! Title your journal page
“The Day | Was a Dinosaur” and let your child tell you about their day. What do they do?
Where do they go? What problems do they encounter? How do they feel? lllustrate your
story - we will share these next week!

Reading

Read “My Little Dinosaur” from your poetry folder. Practice pointing to each word. Next,
choose two other poems to reread just for fun!

Listen to a parent read aloud for at least 15 minutes each day!

High
Frequency
Words

This week we introduced words my & you. Complete the attached page for each word by:
o Drawing a box around each individual sound in the word
o Drawing a heart above any sounds that need to be memorized (-y in my; -ou in you)
o Highlighting, putting a sticker on, or coloring over the matching words on the page

We completed assignments as listed:




